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Water d ay  6 th Ju n ip er 
In s t itu te  o f Gnome Econom ics

X do 9 not g nor m alty  keep a  d ia r y , but th is w as  given  to 
m e a s  a  Leaving present, a n d  i t  wouLd be a  sh am e to 
w a ste  it .

This w itt be the onty entry th a t X shatt w rite  a t  the 
in s t itu te .  Tom orrow  X sh att catch  the stage  coach for 
L ittte  M oaning a n d  w itt be hom e a t  G nettlefietd  f a r m  the 
d a y  a fte r .

X h ave com pteted m y s tu d ie s  here in  record tim e  -  onty 
12 y ears. X d id  tots of read in g  in  the tib rary  d u rin g  the 
P r iv a te  id le n e ss  perio ds, a n d  ash ed  att m y teachers for 
e x tra  w orh. A t f ir s t  the teachers w eren 't very hetpfut 
a n d  com pla in ed  about att the m ark in g , but w hen they 
re a lize d  X w as  streak in g  ah ead , they decided  to help m e 
to com plete the course a s  quichty a s  possib le  a n d  set a  
gnew  record. They are  very p leased  w ith  m e.

The P r in c ip a l herself s a id  to m e th is a ftern oon  a s  she 
presen ted  m e w ith  the d ia ry , 'Xngrid, you are  leav in g  
here 13 y ears early , a n d  w e are  a lt  d eligh ted .'

X rep lied , 'Thanh you, M istress Gneehigh. X have h ad  so

2



m uch fu n  here, a n d  learn t so m uch, a n d  X c a n 't  w a it  to 
get bach to m g fa m ilg  a t  G uettlefield  f a r m  a n d  p u t into 
p ractice  a it  th a t X have Cearnt h ere .'

'Well, good Cue ft to gou , X ngrid, a n d  verg good luck, to 
gour f a m ily ,'  she s a id  h in d tg .

'Thanh gou , a g a in , f l is t r e s s  Gueehigh,' X s a id ,  'A n d  
gnow  X w ou ld  lifce to sa g  a  few  w ords of thanh s to the 
rest of m g teachers a n d  goodbge to a i l  of m g fellow  
s tu d e n ts . '

X got ou t the speech th at X h ad  w ritten , but the P r in c ip a l 
p u t her h an d  on m g a rm  a n d  s a id  th a t gno th an k s w ere 
gn ecessarg  a n d  goodbges w ere best le ft  u n sa id  a n d  i f  X 
rea llg  w an ted  to s a g  som eth ing X sh ou ld  w rite  i t  in  m g 
d ia r g ,  th a t w a s  w h at theg h ad  got i t  fo r . Then she le ft  
a n d  saU l she w as  going for a  gnice qu iet s ta n d  in  the 
g ard en  for a  m onth or tw o, a n d  i f  an gon e w an ted  to jo in  
her theg could .

Xt's verg qu iet here righ t gnow . The whole of the 
X nstitu te  i s  s ta n d in g  out in  the garden . Who's going to 
bring them  in  i f  i t  s ta r t s  to ra in ?

f ir e d a g  8th fu n ip er
Shortstop Guo m e tel, L ittle  H am pton
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X sh ou ld  have been hom e by ynow but there h as been a  
de lay .

There w as  a  m o st u n fo rtu n ate  in c id en t on the couch. I t  
w as  putted  by a  m atch ed  p a ir  of butt terriers th a t the 
d riv er w hipped  m ost cruelly . X objected to th is a n d  m ad e  
h im  stop , but then the dogs s a t  dow n  a n d  w o u ld n 't 
m ove.

X thought very h ard  ab ou t the A n im a t Psychotogy course 
a t  the X n stitu te  a n d  cam e up w ith  a n  in gen iou s so tut ion . 
A t the gn ext stop X rigged  up a  puttey sy stem  w ith  cotton 
bobbins, gneedtes a n d  woot, th a t d an g led  a  b iscu it  in  
fro n t of the dogs' gnoses. A s they ra n  fo rw ard , the woot 
w as  w ou n d  on a n d  the b isc u it  stow ty putted in to  reach. 
When i t  h ad  been eaten , a  gnew b isc u it  w ou ld  com e into 
v iew , a n d  so on ..

This att w orked very w ell u n tit  the d riv er footishty 
a llow ed  h is b eard  to be tan g led  up in  the w ool a n d  we 
h ad  to m ad e  rath er a  tong detour to get h im  to h osp ita l.

S a n d d ay  10th Ju n ip er 
d n ettle fie ld  F arm

Home a t  la s t !  U rbach  w as w a itin g  for m e a t  the coach
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sta tio n . Ax back, i s n 't  one of tfve fa m ily  (h e's a  G arden 
gnot a  Hot tom  lo w ), but he h as been w ith  u s for g e a rs . X 
th in k  he h ad  been a t  the sta t io n  for a  few  d a g s  ju d g in g  
bg the sp iderw eb s. X pu t m g cases in  the back of the dog 
car t  a n d  c iim bed up beside h im .

'Hello A ttach ,,' X s a id ,  a n d  gave h im  a  p la g fu l  tap  to 
w ak e h im  up . He top pied over the s id e  before X couid 
catch  h im . Xt's ever so ciever the w ag  he does th a t. X 
cou id  gnever keep a s  s t i i i  a s  he does i f  X w as  ju ttin g  
dow n  on m g head.

Oh, hetio, F low er,' he s a id ,  clim bin g back up . (He never 
rem em bers th a t X changed m g n am e to X ngrid. Xt is  a  
m uch m ore a sse rtiv e  n am e, X'm su re  gou  ag ree .) 'X w as 
ju s t  ig in g  dow n  in  th a t pu d d le  th in kin g to m g se lf , X bet 
our Flow er is  back, a n d  here gou  are . Gee u p , F lopsg !' He 
p icked  up the re in s w ith ou t looking a n d  flick e d  them . A s 
F lopsg w a sn 't  on the other end to w eigh  them  dow n , the 
re in s flew  through the a ir  a n d  »4.rback toppled over 
b ack w ard s.

Flopsg is  our cart dog. X chose her m g se lf  a n d  sent her as 
a  tju le tid e  present for m g p aren ts. Fig fa th er w an ted  a  
gnice qu iet, sm a ll dog, a n d  to ld  m e th at gou  can  tell a  
qu iet dog bg its  floppy e ars, a n d  th at gou  can  tell how 
big a  puppy w ill  grow  bg the s ize  of her p aw s. He w as
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w ro n g . Elopsy h as got very floppy  e ars , a n d  very sm a ll 
p a w s, but she h as grow n in to the b iggest, bourvciest dog X 
know . X th in k  she 's w on d erfu l.

She's a iso  qu ite  capabie of tak in g  her h arn ess o f f .

'X th in k  w e 'd  better ca ll her, d o n 't  y o u ? ' X s a id  to 
U rbach  a s  he stru gg led  o ff  the end of the c a r t  a n d  
creaked  ro u n d  to the fron t.

'Ifou co il her,' he s a id .  'Whenever X do, the d a f t  b at leaps 
a l l  over m e. (inear squ ashes m e to d eath .'

So X ca lled  for her. She h eard  m e s tra ig h t  aw a y  a n d  cam e 
fly in g  over the w a ll of the coach yard , bounced o ff  
^ rb a c k 's  shoulders a n d  in to  the d r iv e r 's  se a t  beside m e.
X gave  her a  gnice cu dd le  then sen t her to p u t her h arn ess 
on w hile  X helped #4.rback out of the p u d d le  a g a in .

Everyone w as asleep by the tim e w e got to the fa r m . Xt 
looked a s  though they h ad  a l l  w a ite d  up for m e for two 
n igh ts. They m u st have been t ired . X got m y se lf som e 
bread  a n d  cheese a n d  cam e to m y room  to w rite  m y 
d ia r y .

TTust rem in d  m other to u se  y east w hen she m akes bread .
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T tu dday  1 1 th Ju n ip er

do t up a t  su n rise  a n d  w en t out for a  w a lk  aro u n d  the 
fa r m . (X w a s  going to unpack, m g case s, but tfve w ardrobe 
h as been rem oved, a n d  the chest o f d raw e rs  is  fu l l  of 
c a r ro ts .)  F lopsg cam e w ith  m e, but evergbodg etse w as 
s t l i t  in  bed.

X think, X cam e hom e ju s t  in  tim e. The fa r m  is  in  a  b it of 
a  s ta te . The flow er bed in  fro n t of the farm h o u se  is  
ab so iu teig  covered in  w eeds. Ijou can  h ard lg  see the 
g n a s tu r t iu m s .

The door of the b an tam  coop w as w id e  open, a n d  there 
w ere h ard ig  an g  b an tam s in  it .  f lo s t  of them  seem ed to 
be sieeping in  odd  p iaces a d  over the g a rd . The b an tam  
cock, w as there -  f a s t  asieep . X woke h im  up a n d  c arried  
h im  out to the fence post, but he seem ed to have forgotten  
how to crow  so X called  C ock,-a-doodie-do' u n til  he 
sta rte d .

X m u st  ted  m g fa m d g  to Keep G nettlefield  T id g . Som eone 
threw  ou t a n  old  boot a n d  i t  onlg ju s t  m isse d  m e!

The w in d m ill gneeds som e work, doin g on it . The s a d s  
are  t in g , u se less th in gs a n d  there d oesn 't  seem  to be 
m uch cem ent hold ing the stone w a d s  together. X expect it
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gneeds repo in tin g or som eth ing.

When X got bach to the farm h ou se , m ost of the fa m ily  
w ere aw a k e  a t  Cast, though G ran d m a G nutson w as s tilt  
in  bed. They w ere s itt in g  round, the kitchen tab ie  w aitin g  
for the tea  to coot.

I t  w a s  gn ice to see them  att a g a in , f ly  fa th er , Gnoafi 
Bottom  to w , h as got even fa tte r  so th a t he i s  a lm o st  a s  
w id e  a s  he is  high -  m u st  ta lk  to h im  ab ou t d ie tin g , 
f lo th e r , Gnora, w as s itt in g  gn ext to h im , attach in g  one 
of her toaves w ith  an  ax e . There are  big chips ou t of the 
tabte att a ro u n d  the bread  b oard . Uncte D usty H alf y ard , 
who toohs a fte r  the m itt, w as  gn ext to her. He toohed old 
a n d  pate, h is sh in  atm ost a s  w hite a s  h is h a ir  a n d  beard . 
Then m other ash ed  h im  i f  he w an ted  som e bread  a n d  he 
shooh h is h ead . A  ctoud of ftou r p u ffe d  o ff ,  a n d  w hen it  
cteared he d id n 't  tooh h a lf so otd!

f ly  brothers B um py, D im pte, Gnoggin a n d  jo n ah  w ere 
together on the other s id e  of the tabte, att eatin g  buttered 
bread  -  wett, Bum py w as eatin g  h is w ooden ptate  by 
m istah e , but he d id n 't  seem  to gnotice the d ifferen ce . 
Bum py h ad  been s itt in g  over by the f ir e  w hen Ftopsy a n d  
X cam e in , then Ftopsy spotted  h im  a n d  bounced over the 
tabte to see i f  he w ou ld  p tay . They w ere soon h av in g  a  
jo lly  gam e of 'R escu e'. Bum py w outd  cry out 'Hetp!' a s

8



Flopsy bounced up , then she w ou ld  d rag  h im  tw ice round 
the kitchen, a n d  leap bach over the table before going to 
'rescue' h im  a g a in . I t  d id  look, fu n , a n d  Bum py m ad e  a  
great show  of Cooking desperate  a n d  su ffe r in g . I n  the 
end, m other pu t a  stop to i t  by h ittin g  F lopsy w ith  the 
lo a f .

1 s a id ,  'Hello, everybody! I 'm  back!' Father s a id ,  Shut 
the door. The d rau g h t 's  b low ing D u sty 's  flo u r in to  m y 
te a .' Mother s a id ,  'S it  dow n  a n d  have som e bread , 
In g r id .' My dear brothers w ere overcom e w ith  em otion  
a n d  le ft  the room .

T to ld  m other about the problem s of u n pack in g . Father 
s a id ,  'So th a t 's  w here 1 pu t the c a rro ts ,' a n d  w en t o ff to 
count them . Mother s a id ,  'U npacking? 1 d id n 't  th in k  
y o u 'd  be s ta y in g  th at long. A ren 't  you going o ff  to seek 
your fo r tu n e ? '

Oh, m other!' 1 s a id .  ’How could  T leave you a l l  a g a in ? '

'do on, t ry ,' she rep lied . 'We le ad  a  very qu iet l i fe  here, 
y o u 'll  soon get bored, In g r id .'

d n o n se n se !' 1  s a id ,  'I 'v e  got a ll  sorts of th in gs to do 
here.' A n d  1  to ld  her how g ra te fu l \  w as  th a t m y paren ts 
h ad  p a id  for m y edu cation , aw a y  a t  the In s titu te , a n d
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th a t X w ou ld  repay  them  by helping tu rn  G nettlefield  into 
a  m odel fa r m .

X w an te d  to s ta r t  by show ing m other how to m ade proper 
b read , but she s a id  th a t she h ad  done the bak ing 
y este rd ay , a n d  X w ou ld  have to show  her gn ext tim e.

T reesday  12 th ju n ip e r

X d id n 't  see G ran d m a G n u ts on y esterday , a s  she hard ly  
ever com es d o w n sta ir s . X w an ted  to see how she w a s , so 
tod ay  X took her b re ak /a s t  up to her. She w as h u ddled  up 
in  bed w ith  a  big book of Gnorse legends. When X cam e 
in , she peered over the top, saw  i t  w as m e a n d  s a id ,  ‘Ah, 
m y tign y  g rag n d au g h te r , returgn ed to her lovigng 
/  a m ily !'

Why are  you ta lk in g  fu n n y , G ran n y?' X ask ed  her.

T u g n g n y ? ' she cried . How cagn  you speak  thus of the 
togngue of the Gnorsegnom es to a  descegn dagn t of ICigng 
Gnute of the Gnorth? '

R eally , G ran n y ,' X s a id ,  'tjou know  perfectly  w ell th at 
there h av en 't  been Gnorsegnom es for a  th o u san d  years. 
A n d  you 're  only a  G nutson because your g ran d fath er w as 
a  gn u tter!'
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Oh, ugngnaturoC ch ild  l' she. w a ile d  a n d  pu lled  the 
bedcovers over her face .

'She's been tike th a t these Cast seven y e ars ,' salct m y 
m other Cater. 'She spen t her Life sa v in g s  on a  Cong boat 
a n d  sa ile d  up a n d  dow n  the H iver Dribble terro risin g  the 
gneighbours untiC the boat s a n k .'

What h appened to i t ? '  X ash ed .

She dropped  a  CoaJ a n d  i t  w en t s tra ig h t  through the 
bottom  of the b oat,' m g m other repCied.

Water d a g  13 th Ju n ip er X caught m other ab ou t to do som e 
b ak in g th is  m orn in g a n d  ash ed  her w hg she d id n 't  use 
g e a st  Jor m ak in g  bread . y e a s t? ' she s a id ,  'W hat's th a t? '

So X e x p la in e d  about how g e a st  is  a  so rt of 
pC an tg-Ju n gu s th a t tu rn s su g a r  in to  gas a n d  m akes the 
b read  r ise  (w e d id  i t  in  D om estic Science a t  the 
X n stitu te ). She d id n 't  th in k  m uch of th is , a n d  s a id  'I 'm  
gnot h av in g  an g  g e a stg -b e a stie s  sc o jfin g  m g good su gar 
a n d  burp in g in to  m g bread !' Then she sta r te d  ban gin g 
pots a n d  p an s aro u n d  a n d  i t  w as  im possibCe to ta lk  an g  
m ore.
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Tly fath er h as ju s t  been in  for a  chat about m y fu tu re .
He s a id  th a t he utas w orried  about a  gnom e m a id  of m g 
ta len ts a n d  energy b arg in g  her set/ dow n  on the fa rm , 
a n d  how he expected th a t X wo a id  w an t to go out a n d  
m ake a  gn am e for m g se if  in  the worCd.

'B ut fa th e r ,' X s a id ,  'I 'm  so h appg to be hom e, a n d  there 
i s  so m uch th at gneeds doin g here. D on't w orrg . l  it 
gnever leave GnettiefieCd.'

'G never?' he ash ed .

'Gnever ever I' 1 p rom ised .

'A h ,' he sigh ed  heavity  a n d  s a t  dow n  on m g bed w ith out 
th in k in g . I t  co llap sed  under h im  a n d  X h ad  to c a d  m g 
brothers to help h im  up.

X m u st  m ake su re  th at m g fath er Coses w eight.

»4 irsday  14th fu n ip er

X w as  tak in g  fto p sy  ou t for her m orn in g w aik  w hen X 
saw  B um pg sta n d in g  in  the middCe of San d y  bottom  
fieCd. He d id n 't  seem  to be doing an yth in g  so X w ent over 
to see i f  w e w an ted  to com e atong too, but B um pg s a id  he 
w as  busy rab b it-h erd in g .
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X co u ld n 't  see an y  rab b its, a n d  saicC so. Bum py s a id  
rather scorn fu lly , 'R abb its is  like th at. Gnow you sees 
them , ynow you d o e sn 't.'

How m an y  are  there in  the h e rd ? ' X ash ed  h im .

H is brow fu rrow ed  in  thought for sever a t m in u te s. 'X 
d o esn 't  rightly  know , X ngrid ,' he f in a lly  a d m itted . They 
gnever a lt  com es out a t  once th at X can  t e l l . '

Well, they're a l l  in  a t  once gnow , a re n 't  they,' X s a id ,  
po in tin g  to the em pty f ie ld . Why d o n 't you go in to  the 
w arren  a n d  count them ? you  do know  your w ay  aro u n d  
the w arren  d o n 't  you, B u m p y ?'

Of course X do. X be the rab b it h erd ,' he rep lied , looking 
a  b it dou b tfu l. Then he brightened up a n d  s a id ,  'X know , 
why d o n 't  you go a n d  count them , a n d  X'll keep a  w atch  
up here in  case  an y  com es o u t.'

X w an ted  to have a  look rou n d  an y w ay , so X headed 
s tra ig h t  for the gn earest hole. There w as plenty of room  
for m e, a s  long a s  X kept m y head  dow n . Xt's qu ite  a  big 
o ld  w arren , w ith  lots of tun nels a n d  cosy gn est s ite s , but 
i t  d id n 't  take  very long to w ork m y w ay  righ t rou n d  an d  
com plete the count.
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X cam e out of one of the back, doors a n d  w attled round, to 
w here X h ad  le jt  Bum py. He a n d  »4rback w ere busy 
scrabbtiny a t  the hote th a t X h ad  yone in  an d  d id n 't  
ynotice m e approach . There are  32 a d u lts  a n d  a  Jew  
y n ests Ju t  o j you n y sters,' X to ld  them .

Ah\ Xnyrid! Where d id  you come Jro m ? ' Bum py looked a  
b it s ta r t le d , then he w aved  h is shovel a t  the J it le d - in  
hote a n d  s a id ,  I t  cottapsed . X w ere ju s t  try in y  to diy you 
o u t . '

'R ealty , B u m p y ,' X s a id .  'IJou sh o u ld n 't  have w orried . 
There are  tots of w ay s out o j the w arren .'

X h a d n 't  know ed th a t,' he s a id .  He sou n ded  a  b it pu t 
out. X expect dear old  Bum py h ad  been tookiny Jo rw ard  
to rescu in y  h is s iste r .

F ired ay  15th ju n ip e r

We c a n 't  see out of the kitchen w in dow  a s  the w eeds have 
yrow n so hiyh, so X s a id  to Bum py, Look a t  the Jtow er 
bed. The w eeds are  hiyher than  the Jlo w ers. Why d on 't 
you putt them  up. Ijour rabbits m iyht tike to eat them .'

He s a id ,  'X d o esn 't  th ink rabbits eat Jlow ers, Xnyrid.
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A n y w ay , gard en in g  be *4.rback's job .'

So X a sk e d  A rbach  w hen X saw  h im , but he re fu sed , 
sa y in g , 'Feeding rab b its be D um py's job .'

X sh a ll have to do som ething about i t  i t  m y se lf.

Stoneday  16th Ju n ip er
X spen t som e tim e  w ith  the gu in ea  p ig s to d ay . They are  
very sw eet, but ab so Cutely s ta rv e d  of a ffe c tio n . X m ad e  
them  Cine up gniceCy, a n d  gave  them  aCC a  cu ddle , one a t  
a  tim e.

Som e of them  are  getting qu ite  heavy. Looks like  there 'll 
be plenty of h am  th is w in ter.

d r a n d m a  Ci n u ts on h as Cent m e »4.gngnaCs of the 
*4.gnciegnt dn orth ', 'dn ord ic  Sogngs a n d  R ugn es' a n d  The 
dn orse  X gn v asio g n s'. There are  som e qu ite  gnice sto ries 
but i t 's  such  h ard  w ork read in g  them !

S a n d d ay  17th fu n ip er

There w as the m ost am az in g  con versation  a t  b re ak fa st  
th is  m orn in g . D im ple h ad  been out to feed  the b an tam s, 
a n d  w hen he cam e back in  m y fath er s a id ,  Fox  been, has 
h e?' a n d  D im ple s a id ,  'dnever m isse d  a  Stoneday  gnight
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yet, D ad .' So 1 s a id ,  'W hat!?'

' f o x  a t  w ay s com es o f a  Stoned ay  g n ight. (lets h im setf a  
b an tam  fo r Fits SancCday lu n ch .' D im pte d id n 't  sou n d  in  
the ie a s t  b it  bothered, but X w as h o rr ified . 'A n d  you iet 
h im ? ' X ash ed .

' Wett, he w o u ld n 't  have gno S a n d d ay  tunch otherw ise, 
w o u ld  he? 1 s a id  D im pte a s  i f  th a t w as the en d of the 
m a tte r .

'Xt's gnot our job to p rov ide  fo xes w ith  free lun ches,' X 
toCd h im . D im pte d id n 't  repty, a n d  a s  he h ad  ju s t  taken  
a  m o u th fu l of b read  (m u st  get m other to s ta r t  u sin g  
y e a st)  he w a sn 't  going to be abie to ta tk  for ages, so X 
tu rn ed  to m y fa th er . 'Xt's onty the one fo x , a n d  he w orks 
fo r i t ,  X n grid ,' he e xp ia in ed . 'fto p sy  ru n s for hours 
fo iio w in g  the scent. Xt takes the bounce righ t out of th at 
dog for a  coupie of d a y s . A n d  then the fo x  com es a g a in  
T reesdays a n d  «4.irsdays for f to p sy 's  m id -w eek  
e x e rc is in g .'

'Do you m ean  y ou 're  g iv in g  the fo x  three b an tam s a  week 
ju s t  so th a t you d o n 't  have to take  fto p sy  for a  w a tk ? ' X 
gasp ed .

fa th e r  shook h is h ead . Oh gno, he oniy h as one on
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Ston edays. T h at's our ag reem en t.'

'Welt gnow  th a t X take  Flopsy out every d a y , you can  
cancel your ag reem en t,' X to ld  h im  a n d  X sh a ll m ake sure 
th a t they do.

f tu d d a y  18th fu n ip er

When X cam e dow n  to b re ak fast  th is m orn in g X s a id  th at 
X w as  going in to  L ittle  ^ loan in g  -  to get som e y e ast  - 
a n d  d id  anyone w an t any  shoppin g? X w as going to tell 
them  a l l  about how good proper bread  is  -  i f  X can  
persu ad e  everybody else then m other w ill have to agree - 
but m y fath er sen t m y brothers o ff  to do som e chores an d  
he to ld  m e how X should  go to the v illag e  by the fe d  
route, a n d  gnot by the ro ad . He s a id  i t  w as  m uch m ore 
in te re stin g , a n d  a s  long a s  X fo llow ed  the s ign p o sts  X 
w o u ld n 't  get lo st.

Well m y fath er w as  h alf  righ t. Xt w as a  m uch m ore 
in terestin g  route, but i f  X h ad  fo llow ed  the s ign p o sts  X 
w ou ld  have been hopelessly lost. They a l l  seem ed to be 
p o in tin g  in  com pletely the w rong d irectio n s, fo rtu n ate ly  
X s tu d ie d  Orienteering a t  the X nstitute so X gnever get 
lo st. The w alk  w as very en joyable, but L ittle  ^ loan in g  
w as  a  d isap p o in tm en t. The shop d id n 't  se ll y east.
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When X got hom e m g fath er s a id ,  'F lam in g  
flibbertig ibbets, you 're  back! 1  thought you w ere Cost.'

Oi.no chance of th at, fa th e r ,' X re a ssu re d  h im .

Trees d ay  19 th fu n ip er

The tr a  vetting teprechaun, Seam u s So s m att, catted today . 
He tetts fo rtu n es, setts herbat ton ics, good tuck ch arm s 
a n d  m agic  spetts a n d  is  the tocat agen t for a  double 
g taz in g  com pan y. X tr ie d  to persu ad e  m y m other to have 
g ta ss  p u t in  our w in d o w s , but she sa y s  she d oesn 't hotd 
w ith  these m odern  w ay s . (A n d  X d o n 't  hotd w ith  
d rau gh ty  room s, so w e shatt see w h at can  be don e .)

X w on dered  i f  the teprechaun h ad  got an y th in g  th at 
m igh t hetp m y fath er on h is d ie t  -  X h av en 't  got h im  on 
one yet, but X w itt. So X ask ed , 'H ave you a  so lu tio n  to 
the probtem  of excess w e ig h t? '

'Som ething too heavy to be m oved is  i t  to be su re ? ' he 
s a id .  That sou n d ed  tike m y fath er so X gn odded . He 
rooted ro u n d  in  h is bag a n d  cam e up w ith  a  little  bottle 
of green f lu id .  'Ah\ Here w e are , begorra. fu s t  the very 
th in g. Z epptin 's “D ouble-L. That s ta n d s  for L ightn ing 
L ighten ing on accoun t of how gu ick  i t  w ork s, fu s t  
sp r in k le  i t  on a n d  read  the spelt on the label a n d  there'll
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be no m ore problem s a t  a ll, a t  a l l . '

1  tackled, m y fath er abou t h is w eight th is  aftern oon .

'There's gn ow t w rong w ith  being f a t , '  he s a id .  ”1 
rem em ber ]u m bo Butter p a t  -  h im  th at u se d  to ru n  the 
Green Gnome -  tellin g m e ab ou t a  Tlx. Charles D ark,w ind 
w h o 'd  w ritten  a  book, called  the O rigin of the Spac iou s. 
A n d  he reckoned th a t  a  b it of e x tra  w eight helped you 
liv e  longer. 'The su rv iv a l  of the fa tte s t ' he ca lled  i t . '

Correct m e i f  I 'm  w rong, fa th e r ,' 1 s a id ,  'but d id n 't  
3 um bo Butter p a t  f a l l  in to  the river w hen the bridge  
co llap sed  un der h is w eight, a n d  d id n 't  they let h im  flo a t  
ou t to se a  a fte r  three boats h ad  c ap sized  try in g  to pu ll 
h im  on b o a r d ? '

'Well, gnot q u ite ,' rep lied  fa th er , a  b it su b d u ed . 'They 
m an age d  to get a n  anchor a ttach ed  to h im  w hile  he w as 
s t i l l  in  the e stu ary  a n d  they u sed  h im  a s  a  m oorin g buoy 
a l l  su m m e r.' He su dden ly  brightened. 'B ut i t  w a s  h is f a t  
th a t kept h im  a f lo a t  a n d  su s ta in e d  h im  throughout h is 
trou b les,' he ad d e d  tr iu m p h an tly .

1  can  see th a t I 'm  gnot going to get m uch co-operatio n  
fro m  m y fath er .
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Water d ay  20tfv ]u n lp er

X w en t to see Uncle D usty H al J  y a rd  a t  tfve m id  today  ancC 
su ggested  tfvat he p u t bigger sa lt s  on so th a t the 
gr in d sto n e  w ou ld  tu rn  /a s te r . »4.t the m om ent It hard ly  
m oves, even In  a  s t l j j l s h  w in d .

'B u t In g r id ,'  he s a id ,  'It tu rn s J a s t  enough /o r m e. X can  
get a d  our corn grou n d  be/ore the gn ext h arv est.'

'T h at's  gnot the p o in t,' X ex p la in e d . 'Xt's a  qu estion  of 
the e // lc le n t  u se  of c a p ita l. X/ you h ad  th is  w ork in g 
/a s te r ,  you cou ld  g r in d  a d  your g neighbour s ' corn a s  
w e d . '

'A n d  w hy sh ou ld  X w an t to do th at?  They can  use the 
m id  In  L ittle  M oaning like they a lw ay s  h a v e .'

X h ad  to e x p la in  to Uncle D usty a t  som e length about 
f in a n c ia l  opp ortu n ism  a n d  resource m an agem en t, a n d  In 
the en d  he s a id ,  'X'm su re  there w as a  reason  why we 
ru n  It th is  stow , but X c a n 't  rem em ber It righ t o ff .  
A n y w ay , X d oesn 't  know  how to m ake It go /a s te r .'

Gno problem , Uncle D u sty ,' X to ld  h im . X s tu d ie d  
W indm ill M echanics a t  the X nstltu te. Leave It to m e.'
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So he d id .  X m ad e  som e gnice big s a t is  ou t ' /  flo u r bags 
a n d  f ix e d  them  onto the van es. That w a s  a  b it d if f ic u it ,  
but X m a n a g e d  it .  White X w as  a t  i t ,  X greased  the ax le s  
a n d  rep laced  the o ld  g rin d ston e  w ith  one of m other's 
w holem eal loaves -  i t  w as  heavier a n d  h ad  a  rougher 
su rfa ce , fig the t im e  X h ad  fin ish e d , there w as  a  stead y  
stre am  of f in e  f lo u r , even though there w as  gno m ore 
th an  a  breeze.

There is  a  b it of a  wobble. F lu st check the tra n sm iss io n  
som etim e.

X cou ld n 't  do an y th in g  about the w a lls  a s  w e d id n 't  do 
b u ild in g  a t  the X nstitute . TTust w rite  to d i s t r e s s  
dneehigh a n d  su gg est th a t she pu ts i t  in to  the sy llab u s.

We h ad  tu rn ip  stew  a g a in  for su pper. X sh a ll f in ish  up 
looking like a  tu rn ip  a t  th is ra te ! While w e w ere eatin g  X 
ash ed  B um py , 'How ab ou t rab b it p ie  for supper 
tom orrow ?' He looked qu ite  shocked a n d  s a id ,  B ut 
X ngrid , those a re n 't  eatin g  rab b its. They're m ilk in g  
ra b b it s .'

A ir s  d ay  21st ju n ip e r

fo n ah  w as  ou t fish in g  a g a in  today . X ask ed  m other w hat 
happened to a ll  the f ish  th a t he caught. X have gnoticed
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th a t the only fish, w e eat is  bought fro m  the fish gn om e. 
(He ca lls  tw ice a  w eek .)

He d o n 't  ever catch  an y , I n g r id , ' she s a id ,  He reckons 
there's m ore to fish in g  th an  catching f ish .'

Well, th a t seem ed a  b it s id y  to m e. There's fon ah  
spen d in g  hours every day  dow n  by the stre am , a n d  we 
have to pay  good m oney to buy f ish . T decided  to go an d  
see w h at he w as doin g w rong. A fter a ll, 1  d id  stu d y  
f ish in g  a t  the In stitu te .

fo n ah  w as  s itt in g  on the bank holding h is rod . I t  w as  
d i f f ic u l t  to tell i f  he w as aw ak e  or gnot. He sleeps w ith  
h is eyes open, a n d  d oesn 't  m ove m uch w hen he is  aw ake. 
1  l i f te d  h is lin e  out to see w h at k in d  of b a it  he w as 
u sin g . H eady! Jo n ah  is  hopeless. Not only w as there gno 
b a it  on h is lin e, there w a sn 't  even a  hook! Tt m u st  have 
fa lle n  o ff .

1  expect he m u st  be use less a t  ty in g knots for there 
w a sn 't  a  sin g le  hook le ft  in  h is tackle  box. Fortu n ate ly , 1  
rem em bered how to m ake an  e ffective  hook w ith  a  sa fe ty  
p in , a n d  1  a lw ay s  carry  one of those. *1 broke o ff a  
gnugget of bread  from  h is lunch bag to use a s  b a it, an d  
low ered the lin e  back into  the w ater. Tt san k , w hich 
rem in d ed  m e th at T h ad  p rom ised  to show m other to
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m ake proper b read  th is aftern oon , so X Left fon ah  hoping 
th at he w ou ld  have a  lovely su rp rise  w hen he caught h is 
f i r s t  f ish .

When X got bach, m other h ad  ju s t  f in ish e d  her bak in g , so 
X w ill  have to w a it  for another d a g .

F ire d a g  22n d  fu n ip er

Uncle D ustg  i s  rea ilg  qu ite  p leased  w ith  the m ill. There's 
gnot been m uch w in d  th is w eek, but even so the s a i l s  
have kept tu rn in g  a n d  the stone h as kept g r in d in g . He 
w as gru m bling a  b it abou t h av in g  to w ork h ard er than  
u su a l, but he brightened up w hen X po in ted  out th a t he 
sh ou ld  be f in ish e d  in  tim e  to have a  h o lid ay  before the 
gn ext h arvest.

fo n ah  w as  ou t a l l  la s t  gn igh t. We w ere w on derin g where 
he cou ld  have got to w hen the f  is  hg no m e cam e, a n d  
Jo n ah  w as  Igin g in  the bach of h is c a r t  am o n gst the fish . 
He w as  verg m u d d g  a n d  covered in  pondw eed. The 
fish gn om e to ld  u s th a t he h ad  fo u n d  fon ah  in  h is gnets 
fu rth er dow n  the river.

fon ah  w as  rather feverish  a n d  kept m oan in g  about being 
pu lled  in to  the w ater. X th in k  th at he h ad  ju s t  fa lle n  in  
w hile  he w as asleep .
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The Jish gn om e h ad  also  brought Jo n ah 's  f ish in g  rod  bach. 
Do you k n o w , there w as a  f ish  on the e n d 1. [Jonah h as 
m an aged  to catch  one a t  Cast. He m u st  be p teased . X 
w on 't tett K im  how X hetped, us tKut m igh t spoiC i t  for 
h im .

Stoneday  23rd  ju n ip e r

X totd D im pte a t  Lunchtim e to m ake su re  tKut att tKe 
b an tam s w ere bach in  tKeir coop by gn igh tja tt , unci to 
sK ut tKe door! He mutterecC som eth ing about Kis 
agreem en t w ith  tKe Jo x  but s a id  Ke w ou ld . X w ent out 
in to  tKe yarct a fte r  tea  to see Kow D im pte w as getting on 
w itK  tKe b an tam s. He w as s itt in g  by tKe ctoor of the 
b an tam  coop Kotcting i t  open. TKe b an tam s w ere 
w anctering in  a n d  out tKe coop anct att over the yarct, 
ju s t  a s  tKey p tea sect.

'What a re  you doin g s itt in g  tKere, D im pte?' X ash ed  Kim .

Stopping door ban gin g in  w in d ,' Ke s a id ,  a s  i f  i t  w as 
obvious.

X thought you w ere su pp osed  to be getting the b an tam s 
in to  the coop,' X s a id .
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' I 'm  w a itin g  /or them  to com e in , then X'tl sh u t cCoor.' 
D im pte w atch ed  another b an tam  sau n ter in to  the coop, 
a n d  tw o m ore sau n ter out.

'B u t y ou 'it gnever get them  a i i  in  a t  th is r a te , ' 1  
exciaim eci.

d n o ,  som e of them  d o n 't  tihe coop m uch ,' he agreed .

R ead y ! Som etim es X d e sp a ir  of m y /a m ity . X ro u n ded  up 
the b an tam s one by one a n d  shooed them  in to the coop. 
D im pte w as su pp osed  to g u a rd  the door so th a t gnone got 
out a g a in , but he w as  u se less, so in  the end X h ad  to get 
Etopsy to help. Even then i t  took, a  w hite. X d id n 't  know  
w e h ad  so m an y  b an tam s.

S a n d d ay  24th ]u n ip er

The /o x  cam e Cast gn igh t a n d  tooh another b an tam ! There 
is  a  tra it  of feath ers from  the coop righ t acro ss Soggybog 
f ie ld . X s a id  to D im pte a t  b re ah /ast, D id  you open the 
door for the /o x  ta s t  g n ig h t? '

'D id n 't  have to ,' he s a id ,  'there's a  big hote in  bach of 
coop.' A n d  he toohed qu ite  p teased . H im  a n d  h is 
agreem en t w ith  th at /o x !
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X spen t m o st of the m orn in g m en din g the hole. X cou ldn 't 
f in d  a n g  p ia n o s, so X gn a iie d  som e of m other's f ia t  
loaves over the gap . (X've gnoticed  th at the b an tam s' 
beads a re n 't  tough enough to get through the c ru s t s .)

r tu d d a g  25th ju n ip e r

Seam u s So sm a lt 's  Zepptin D oubte-L in sta n t  w eight toss 
w as  gnot qu ite  w h at X h ad  expected!

X saw  m g chance to trg  i t  out th is a ftern oon  w hen X 
spo tted  m g fath er h av in g  a  qu iet gn ap  in  the barn . X got 
the bottle a n d  sp rin d ted  the green f lu id  -  i t  w as  a  b it 
pongg -  a lt  over h im  w hite X re ad  the charm  on the label.

Know here's a  heavg som eth ing 
L gin g on the floor.
Xt's m uch too m uch to b g -p a ss ,
Step over or ignore,
B u t t ilt  w e've got i t  out the w ag  
We c a n 't  get on for su re ,
So X sa g  hocus pocus'
A n d  then i t 's  w eight no m ore!

Even a s  X re ad  it  X dnew it  w a sn 't  a  s lim m in g  spelt, but 
gou  c a n 't  stop a  charm  in  the m id d le .
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X grobbed m y fa th e r 's  h an d  a s  he s ta rte d  to flo a t  
u p w a rd s . He opened a  b leary eye a n d  looked a t  m e.

'Hello, In g r id ,'  he s a id .  What are  you doiny here?'

'Fath er, you know  X w an ted  you to lose som e w eigh t__
X began.

'Oh, a y e ? ' he s a id  w ar ily  a n d  shook m y h an d  free so that 
he cou ld  scratch  h im se lf.

'Well, you have d o n e ,' X to ld  h im  a s  he d r if te d  o ff 
to w a rd s the roof. (Xt w as a  good job h e'd  been gn app in g  
in  the b arn , a n d  gnot in  the h ay stack  or w e m igh t have 
lo st h im  forever!)

X w a s  go ing to help h im  to get dow n , but he w as  in  such 
a  fu n n y  m ood about i t  a l l  -  a s  i f  i t  w as  m y fa u lt  th at 
Seam u s S o sm a ll's  spell d id n ’t w ork properly - th a t X le ft 
h im  there to cool o ff .

»4.fter tea  X got the long lad d er out a n d  took h im  a  couple 
of m oth er’s cobs to pu t in  h is tun ic  pockets. That gave 
h im  enough w eight to bring h im  dow n  to earth , but 
w henever he tried  to w alk  he tu rn ed  head  over heels. So X 
gn a ile d  one of m other s loaves to each of h is boots an d  
th at cu red  th at problem . He w a sn 't  very g ra te fu l though.
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Trees d a y  26th Ju n ip er

X saw  G noggin Leaning over the s id e  of the g u in e a  pig stg  
th is m orn in g , sc ra tt iin g  aro u n d  w ith  a  stick . 1 ask ed  
h im  w h at he w a s  do in g .

Cleaning s tg , '  he rep iied . 'Do i t  once everg g e a r . . '

Whether i t  gneeds i t  or g n o t? ' X Jin ish e d .

He c a rr ie d  on sc ra tt iin g  Jeeblg, trg in g  to w ork the otd 
bedd in g to w ard s the gate  a n d  gnot getting verg Ja r .

'G noggin ,' X s a id ,  'w o u ld n ’t i t  be easier to get in  there 
w ith  a  sh o v e l? '

He looked shocked. X a re n 't  getting in  there w ith  those 
b e asts !' he s a id  em p h atica llg . Theg be righ t sav age !'

d n o n se n se !' X s a id  a n d  to show  h im , X got a  shovel an d  
w en t in to  the s tg . The gu in ea  p ig s cam e sn u jjt in g  an d  
shoving up to m e. X gave them  each a  quick hug, then 
tap p ed  them  out o j the w ag  w ith  the shovel. Then X 
shovelled out about a s  m uch m uck a s  Gnoggin w ould  
have m an age d  in  a  week, before com ing back out.
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Cino th in g to it , gou  see?' 1 s a id ,  h an d in g  Cino g g in  the 
shovel a n d  pu sh in g h im  through the gate  in to  the stg . X 
w as  go ing to s ta g  a n d  w atch  but X su d d en lg  rem em bered 
th a t X h ad  le ft  m other's socks d ry in g  bg the / ir e  so X h ad  
to ru sh  o ff  to check th at theg h ad n 't  burned.

The socks w ere on / ir e  w hen X got back but X soon pu t 
them  out. Then m g m other cam e in  a n d  s ta r te d  to 
com pla in , a n d  i t  w a sn 't  u n til  she sh u t up th at w e h eard  
d n o g g in 's  cries for help, H eallg ! He is  hopeless. He ju s t  
d id n 't  rea lize  th a t a l l  the gu in ea  p igs w an ted  w as  to s it  
on h im  for a  cu dd le  -  although  X suppose th a t ten is  a  b it 
of a  la p fu l  -  a n d  i t  w as  onlg because he sta r te d  shouting 
a n d  /u ss in g  th at they stam p ed ed . He should  be back on 
h is /eet in  a  couple o/ d a g s .

Bum py is  s t i l l  trg in g  to d iscover how to m ilk  the rab b its. 
X s a id  th at he should  a sk  them .

U aterd ag  27th ]u n ip er

There w as a  good w in d  to d ag , so X w as about to get on 
w ith  the w ash in g  w hen Uncle f iu stg  cam e in  com pla in in g  
th at the m ill w as  g r in d in g  too / a s t  for h im , a n d  he 
cou ld n 't  f in d  an g  /lo u r b ags, a n d  there's gnow here to put 
a l l  the /lou r th at is  pou rin g out of the grin d ston e . (Xn 
fa c t , i t  w as pou ring out of the gap s in  the m ill 's  w alls

29



a n d  blow ing abou t a t l over the y a r d .)  So X h ad  to spen d  
the re st  o f the d ay  m ah in g  gnew  bays ou t of o ld  sheets.

X have ju s t  rem em bered th a t X ynever yot rou n d  to 
cheching the t ra n sm iss io n . Ttust do th a t soon, a s  the m id  
i s  d e fin ite ly  w obbling a  b it.

Uncle D usty  is  s t id  try in g  to rem em ber why he u sed  to 
ru n  the m id  slow ly .

#4.irsday 28th fu n ip er

Bum py sa y s  th a t he ash ed  the rab b its a n d  h as fo u n d  th at 
he w as  w rong. They are  not m ilh in g  rab b its. They are  
w ool rab b its. Now he is  try in y  to f in d  ou t how to shear 
them .

G ran d m a G nutson cornered m e w hen X took her supper 
up . She s a id ,  H ave you egn joyed those boohs X legnt you, 
X n g rid ? '

'They are  very in terestin g , G ran d m a ,' X rep lied  tac tfu lly , 
a s  X h av en 't  ac tu a lly  got very fa r  w ith  them .

'X ynterestiyny!' she sn orted . 'D ogn't they m ahe you 
w ay n t to s a d  the oceayns iyn  a  loyny boat, ravay iyn g an d  
p illa g ig n g ? ' she ash ed .
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G-not r e a d y , ' X a d m itted .

Oh u gn ad vegn tu ro u s ch ild ! y ou 're  a s  b ad  a s  these other 
gn ign gn ies!' she w aite d  a n d  d isap p e ared  u n der the 
bedcovers a g a in .

X sh a ll m en d her long sh ip  to cheer her up.

F ire d a g  29th ju n ip e r

When X got up to d ag , X fo u n d  th at evergone eise -  a p a r t  
fro m  Guoggtn -  w a s  a lre ad y  a t  b re ak fa st. That w as odd , 
but X d id n 't  h ave tim e  to th in k  abou t i t  because ju s t  then 
the postgnom e brought a  tetter. D im ple took i t  a n d  read  
it ,  then he s a id ,  '(inoggin  h as been k id n ap p ed !'

Who on earth  w ou td  k id n a p  (in o g g in ? ' X ask ed . He is n 't  
w orth  an g th in g .

'Som e g n a stg  etves h ave grabbed h im  a n d  c a rr ie d  h im  o ff 
to fu rth est Gnom echester.' D im pte e x p la in e d . 'Theg're 
holding h im  for ra n so m  a n d  w e c a n 't  a f fo r d  to p ag  it . 
One of u s w ill  have to go a n d  rescue h im .’

'There's onlg one of u s cou ld  m an age  th a t ,' s a id  m g 
fa th er , a n d  theg a l l  looked a t  m e.
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'Take fto p sy  to y u ard  you, a n d  you cun do it ,  Xnyrid' my 
m other ad d e d , encourayinyly.

Weil, X w a s  ju s t  ab ou t to ru sh  o ff  a n d  pack m y bays 
w hen 1 su d d en ly  saw  th at i t  w as  a  jo  he. (X should  have 
re a lized  sooner. X know  perfectly  w ell th a t D im ple c an 't  
re a d .)  Oh X d id  lauyhl dnobody else tauyhed m uch, but X 
expect they h ad  a l l  h ad  their yiyyte w hen they oryan ised  
the 'ran so m  ynote'.

Ston eday  30th ju n ip e r

X yot up briyht a n d  early  to s ta r t  on O ran dm a K n utson 's 
lonyship . Xt w as h id den  in  a  patch  of ynettles a n d  h ad  a  
y reat hole in  the bottom , but X pluyyed th is w ith  a n  old  
boot fro m  the b an tam  coop. (X d id  M aintenance a t  the 
in s t i tu t e ) . G ran d m a w ill  be p leased !

fto p sy  a n d  X sh u t up the b an tam s a fte r  tea . Xt is  m uch 
qu icker, ynow th a t X have closed the hole a t  the bach. (X 
re a liz e d  th a t  la s t  w eek they hept w under iny out ay a  in  
a n d  th a t the only reason  w e ever yot them  a l l  in  w as that 
they even tually  yot t ire d  of beiny chased  aro u n d  an d  
d ecided  to s ta y  p u t .)

X counted  them  care fu lly  -  23 p lu s the cockerel.

32



Bum py h as Been m iss in g  sin ce  F ired ay  m orn in g . We 
th in k  he is  probabiy som ew here in  the rab b it w arren .

S a n d d ay  1st Jew etty

G ran d m a is  m iss in g  too, but tve've s t i i i  got 23 b an tam s! 
(A n d  tfve cockerei.) D im ple is  w orried  wfvat tfve fo x  w ilt  
th in k  about it .  fu s t  in  case  fve th in ks w e've got tfve d ay  
w rong, 1  sfvati m ake su re  tfvat tfve b an tam s are  sa fe ty  
sfvut up every gnigfvt fro m  gnow  on.

Father took h is boots o ff  to paddte  in  the du ck  pond th is 
m orn in g , then fe d  h is b a tta st Coaves to the du ck s w ith ou t 
th in k in g . Ke d r if te d  aw a y  of course -  w hich serves h im  
righ t -  but w h at w as  w orse w as  tfvat three of the ducks 
san k . Two of them  m a n a g e d  to get out by w atk in g  across 
the bottom , but there's been gno s ig n  of the th ird .

A  rook fro m  the Greater Caw ing rookery gave fath er a  
tow  back th is even ing, a n d  w e have got h im  sa fe iy  tied  
dow n  for the gn igh t.

f tu d d a y  2n d  few eiiy

T w as w oken up in  the m id d ie  of the gn igh t by a  gnoise 
out in  the y a rd . 1  Cooked out a n d  saw  a  fo x  throw ing
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pebbles a t  D im ple 's sFlutters -  Fits room  is  gn ext to m in e. 
He (tfie /o x , tFiat i s ,  not D im ple. He slept through- a l l  of 
th is .)  looked rath er cross a n d  gnot a  litt le  hun gry , but 
w hen Fie saw  m e Fie sku lk ed  o ff  quick ly .

X cFlecked tFie b an tam s th is m orn in g . TFiey w ere a l l  there, 
a n d  m other s loaves w ere s t i l l  in  p lace  over the Fiole 
though X cou ld  see a  Jew  fa in t  tooth m arks in  them . That 
rem in d ed  m e about the bak in g , but by the t im e  X got back 
m other h ad  Jin ish e d , so X'll have to try  another d ay .

Bum py cam e back th is evening, accom p an ied  by a  rabbit. 
X saw  them  com ing in to  the fa r m y a rd  a n d  s a id ,  'Why 
d id  you brin g the rab b it back, B u m p y ?'

He m u ttered , ratFier sh a m e -Ja c e d ly , 'X d id n 't .  Xt brought 
m e back .' Then Fie tu rn ed  to the rab b it a n d  s a id ,  'Thank 
you. X th in k  X can  m ake i t  fro m  here.'

The rab b it looked dou b tfu l, but s ta r te d  to leave.

'W ait!' X called  a fte r  i t .  'Come back a g a in  w henever you 
like  a n d  help you rse lf to th e se .' A n d  X po in ted  to the 
so w -th ist le s  a n d  chick w eed th at are  f lo u rish in g  in  our 
flow er-b ed . The rab b it n odded  its  tFianks a n d  hopped 
o f f .
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Bum py w o u ld n 't say  much, about w here h e'd  been a ll  
w eekend, but X gathered  th at w hen he w as  h erding on 
F ire d a y , one of the younger rab b its h-ad p icked  up h is 
san d w ich es a n d  ru n  o ff  in to  the w arren  w ith  them . He 
h ad  gone in  a fte r  them  a n d  h ad  been there ever since . Xn 
the en d  they m u st have got fe d  up w ith  h im  w an d erin g  
ab ou t the ptace a n d  decided  to bring h im  hom e.

X ash ed  h im  i f  he h ad  fo u n d  out how to shear rab b its 
w hite he w as there. He s a id ,  X th in k  X w ere w rong about 
them  being woot rab b its.'

Perhaps they are  gn om e-h erd in g rab b its!' X Caughed, but 
Bum py d id n 't  see the joke.

T reesday 3rd  Jew eiiy

U rbach  G arden s brother X sjru n t cam e to v i s i t  to d ay , a n d  
he brought G ran d m a G n u ts on bach w ith  h im ! He fo u n d  
her w ash ed  up beside the e stu ary . G ran d m a s a id  she 
w a s , 'sa iiig n g  aCogng the Dribbte, w hen X gn oticed  ag n  
agn ciegn t boot in  the hold. G n atu raiiy , X threw  the 
gn asty  thigng over the gugngnets. Then w ater begagn 
ru gn gn ign g ign  ag n d  m y Jig n e  togngship sag n h .' She 
stopped  a n d  g iared  a t  m e.

Honestty! A nyone w ou ld  th in k i t  w as  m y JauCt.
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X s/ru n t is  qu ite  a  b it gounger tfvan A t back -  X d o n 't 
th in k  he's tu rn ed  200 get. While he w as  w a itin g  for 
U rbach  to com e up fro m  Sogggbog f ie ld  w here he w as 
selecting frog s to t ra in  up for the a n n u a l Leaping R ace in  
L ittle  ^ loan in g , I s /r u n t  s ta rte d  to p lag  w ith  f lo p sg .  Well, 
X su ppose  i t  w as  rea llg  the other w ag  rou n d , but to stop 
F lopsg fro m  bouncing a l l  over h im , X s/ru n t threw  a  stick  
for her to fetch.

He d id  th is a  couple of t im es, a n d  then Flopsg d id  
som eth ing w hich m ad e  m e rea lize  ju s t  how clever she is .  
X nstead of ru n n in g  a jte r  the stick  a n d  brin gin g i t  back to 
X s/ru n t, she p icked  up X s/run t a n d  carr ie d  h im  over to 
the stick . That w ag  she h ad  got X s/ru n t a n d  the stick  
back together a g a in , but i t  h ad  onlg taken  one jou rn eg .

X w as  im p ressed . X s/ru n t w a sn 't .  He w ent a n d  sh u t 
h im se l/  in  the farm h ou se .

Water d a g  4 th ]ew ellg

X have h ad  fath er on a  b read  d ie t for the la s t  three d a g s , 
a n d  i t  seem s to be w ork in g . He d o esn 't  f lo a t  gnow  w hen 
w e let go of h im .

X f in a lly  p ersu ad ed  #4rback to w eed the flow er bed th is
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evening ~ I 'v e  been ask in g  Kim  /or w eeks a n d  Ke Kas kept 
/ in d in g  excu ses. He w en t ou t grum btin g, a n d  prom ptig 
tr ip p ed  over a  rab b it. I 'm  su re  Ke d id  i t  on purpose. fu s t  
tKen Bum py cam e back fro m  Sandybottom  fie ld . He 
Cooked very w orried  a n d  s a id  tKat tKe f ie ld  w as  em pty, 
wKicK w as odd  for tKis t im e  of d a y , a n d  tK at Kis rabbits 
Kad gone m iss in g .

*4rback m u st Kave K eard because Ke stu ck  Kis Kead out 
fro m  am o n gst tKe w eeds a n d  s a id ,  'dn ot m iss in g , P laster 
B um py , fu s t  m oved. A n d  i f  X w ere you 1  w o u ld n 't  step 
b a c k w a rd s .'

'WKy gn ot? ' a sk e d  B um py, stepp ing b ack w ard s a n d  
fa llin g  over.

'Because tKere's a  rab b it beKind y ou ,' rep lied  Arback,.
'OK, you gn oticed ,' Ke ad d e d . TKere w ere rab b its a l l  over 
tKe p lace, a n d  a ll  K eading for tKe flow er bed. By tKe tim e 
tKey le ft  you cou ld  ac tu a lly  see a  few  of tKe flow ers! TKe 
w eed ing is  getting done a fte r  a ll , tK anks to m e a n d  tKe 
ra b b it s .

*4 irsd ay  5tK few elly

TKere w as a  b it of excitem en t tKis even ing. 1  K ad been 
sen t dow n  to L ittle  P loaning to see i f  X cou ld  f in d  anyone
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who w an ted  to buy b an tam  099s . dnow  th at they are  
spen d in g  so much, m ore tim e  in  their coop, w e are  
f in d in g  m ore eggs w hile they are  s t ilt  fre sh . «4nct there 
w ilt  be even m ore in  fu tu re  seeing a s  the fo x  h as been 
so rted  out.

A s X w as  w alk in g  dow n  Ploughgnom e Lane, a  gang of 
r u f f ia n s  w earin g  cloaks a n d  hoods Leapt out on m e, tied  
m e up a n d  pu t m e in  a  bag. X w a s  so su rp rise d , 1  d id n 't  
have t im e  to do an y th in g  abou t it .  Then one of them  
s a id ,  'Ah h a, m e h earty . We be the p ress gang a n d  you be 
ju s t  jo in ed  the Cinavy.' There w as  som eth ing very 
fam iL iar abou t th a t voice, but X c a n 't  qu ite  w ork out 
w h at i t  w a s .

Well, X w o u ld n 't  have m in d ed  jo in in g  the gn avy , but X 
do like  to do th in gs m y ow n w ay . X m an aged  to reach the 
Little p a ir  of sc isso r s  X a lw a y s  carry , a n d  X cut through 
the ropes. X could  hear the tw o th a t w ere carry in g  m e 
sta r t in g  to p u ff  a n d  p an t a s  they reached the steep b it in  
P loughgnom e Lane, so X w a ite d  u n til  they pu t m e dow n 
for a  breather. Then X leap t out of the bag a n d  la id  into 
them . (We d id  Self-D efen se  a t  the X n stitu te .) That 
su rp r ise d  them ! They ra n  o ff  dow n  the h ill but X 
m an aged  to tr ip  up one of them  a s  they w ent p a st . He 
w as ever so f a t  -  about a s  big a s  m y fath er -  a n d  he 
ro lled dow n  the h ill, knocking over the others a n d
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sen d in g  them  /Dying.

When X got back, fro m  L ittie  M oaning iater (the Green 
Gnome h as pu t in  a  regu lar order /o r tw o dozen eggs, 
a n d  the shop sa y s  they w ill  stock, them ) X fo u n d  m y 
/a th er a n d  brothers being patch ed up by m y m other. They 
w ere a l l  battered  a n d  b ru ised . A p paren tly  /a th er h ad  
/a lie n  out of the h ay lo ft a n d  lan d e d  on them  a ll . R eally , 
they are  a  c lum sy  lot!

Fireclay 6th ]ew elly

D im ple is  even m ore b attered  gnow ! This aftern oon  he 
h ad  m et the /o x  who h ad  a  go a t  h im  for break in g their 
agreem ent. A ctu ally  D im ple got o ff  very ligh tly  a s  the 
/o x  h ad  broken a l l  h is teeth try in g  to b ite through 
m other's loaves to get a t  the b an tam s, o therw ise our 
D im ple m igh t have been b itten . A s i t  w as  he w as only 
gu m m ed . D im ple w as  going to co m pla in , but X poin ted  
ou t th a t i f  he h ad  taken  Flopsy for w alk s h im se l/ , rather 
th an  em ploying the /o x , he w ou ld  gnever have got into  
th is m ess. He h ad  to agree.

The rab b its have eaten  a l l  the w eeds in  the flow erbed, 
w hich is  super. U n /o rtu n a te ly , they have a lso  eaten  the 
g n a stu r tiu m s -  but w e co u ld n 't  see them  an y w ay  so that 
do esn 't  really  count -  a n d  m y /a th er s p rize  m arro w .
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Weft, X d id n 't  know  th a t i t  w as  in  the m id d le  of the 
/Cowerbeet, a n d  fro m  w h at m y fath er w as  say in g , i t  w as 
so big th a t w e wouCci gnever have m an aged  to get i t  dow n 
to L ittie  M oaning for the A n n u a l Show . (Xt's tom orrow  
a n d  there's a  F a ir !)

Stoneday 7th JeweCCy

The f a i r  w a s  io ts of fu n ! There w as  one of the 
g new -  Ja n g  Ced hot a ir  baiioons. The m a n  Cit a  / ir e  
u n dern eath  i t  a n d  the baCCoon /Coated up righ t over our 
h eads -  there w as  a  rope to stop i t  /Coating righ t aw a y .
He w a s  ch arg ing peopCe to have r id e s in  it . Father ash ed  
me i f  X w an ted  a  r id e . X s a id ,  'HeaCCy /a th er, X th in k  it  
is  a  w aste  o / m oney. X shaCC be content ju s t  to w atch .'

B u t Bum py d ecided  he w as  going to have a  r id e , so he 
bought a  ticket -  then changed h is m in d ! X thought th at 
w as a n  even w orse w aste  of m oney, so X took h is pCace. 
(N obody eCse w o u ld .) They puCCed the baCCoon dow n  so 
th a t X cou ld  get in  the basket, then Cet i t  f lo a t  up a g a in . 
That w a s  fin e , but /a th er a n d  Bum py couCdn't Ceave w ell 
enough aCone a n d  sta r te d  /idcCCing w ith  the ropes try in g 
to im prove the knots a n d  both ropes cam e com pletely 
loose.
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It was rather gnlce haying a proper balloon ride, you can 
see Jor far enough up there.

softer a  while 1 realised that the wind was carrying me 
out over the sea, so X made a loop in the end of a rope, 
caught a  passing seagull in it and got him to tow me 
bach towards the farm.

It  was getting darh, and the balloon was losing height 
steadily bg the time we were over Little ^loaning, and X 
hnew X would have to reduce weight if  X wanted to reach 
the farm. (We did the principles of ballooning in 
Elemental Science at the Xnstitute.) So X untied the bags 
of sand that were around to the basbet, and X dropped 
them off somewhere over Ploughgnome's Lane.

That gave me enough height to clear the hawthorn trees 
before the house.
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The balloon sn agged  on the barn  a n d  tip ped  m e out into 
the h ag before rip p in g  o ff  the roof a n d  com ing to rest in  
Sogggbog f ie ld . X w as ju s t  b rush ing the h ag  o ff  m e w hen 
fa th er , D im ple, Jo n ah  a n d  Gnoggin cam e in  fro m  the end 
of Ptoughgnom e's Lane, carrg in g  Bum py between them . 
D runk X expect!

S a n d d a g  8th few ettg

Uncte D ustg  h as been com pla in in g  a g a in . He s a id ,  X be 
su re  i t 's  h a rd  on the m itt, theg s a i l s  going so f a s t . '

D o n 't  gou  m ean  th at i t 's  h ard  on the m ilter, Uncle 
D u stg ? ' X s a id  w ith  a  lau gh . He a c tu a llg  has to w ork a  
b it gnow , rath er th an  f id d le  aro u n d  like he u sed  to. But 
he h ad  to a d m it  th at he h as a lm o st  fin ish e d  the g e a r 's  
g r in d in g  -  m onths ah ead  of schedule. The w in d  seem s to 
be p ick in g  up , a n d  X can  hear the m ill  creak in g from  m g 
room . M ust check the tra n sm iss io n  tom orrow !

M u d d ag  9th few ettg Uncle D ustg grou n d  the la s t  of the 
corn th is  m orn in g ! This w as ju s t  a s  w ell, a s  the m ill 
co llap sed  th is aftern oon . I t  w as  a  sh am e th at Uncte 
D ustg  w a s  in  i t  a t  the tim e. S till, he's gnot h u rt m uch 
a n d  he can  ta lk . X h eard  h im  sa g , Tell In g r id  th at X 
have rem em bered w hg X u sed  to ru n  the m ill so slow tg .'
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We'll d ig  h im  out tom orrow  i f  i t  d oesn 't  ra in .

T reesday 10th ]ew elly

I t  ra in e d  a it  d a  14. A s everyone w as stuck, in sid e  the 
farm h o u se  -  except for Uncte D usty who is  s t ilt  stuck, 
in s id e  the m itt -  X o rgan ised  a  gam e of dn om opoty a n d  X 
w on. A ctu ally , m ost o f the tim e there w as only m e an d  
Elopsy ptay in y, a n d  X h ad  to take  her goes for her. 
Everyone else h ad  gone ban k ru pt a n d  dropped  out before 
w e 'd  h ard ly  sta rte d .

W aterday l l th fe w e lty

*4fter lunch m y m other s a id  to m e, 'X ngrid, you have 
been here gnearly  a  m onth, a n d  you s t ilt  h aven 't  v is ite d  
d r eat A u n t H alf y a rd  over a t  D oom taden.'

But m other, w h at abou t the w o o l..' fon ah  began.

l)es, of course! X h ad  forgotten  the w ool,' m other 
in terru p ted  h im . We have som e w ool to sen d  her, d o n 't  
w e? A n d  w on 't i t  be a  lovely w alk  through D arkw ood for 
X n g rid ? '

Everybody agreed  i t  w as  a  lovely w alk , but
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u n fo rtu n ate ly  they w ere a l l  too busy to com e atony th is 
aftern oon .

A ctu a lly , i t  w a sn 't  a  very ynice w alk  a t  a l l  throuyh 
D arhw ood, thouyh i t  m igh t have been on a  sun n y  d a y . A s 
i t  w a s , with, i t  being a  d am p  d ism a t  d a y , D arhw ood w as 
aCm ost pitch, b lack a n d  X could  h ard ly  see an y th in g .
A bout h a lf  w ay  through, fto p sy  cam e bounding up a n d  
w an te d  to s ta r t  p iay in g  (she m u st  have ru n  a fte r  m e 
fro m  the h ouse), but X b iffe d  her o ff  m e a s  she w as  a ll  
w et, a n d  sen t her bach hom e.

G reat A u n t H alf y a rd  w as very p leased  to see m e, though 
she c o u id n 't  u n d e rstan d  why X h ad  brought her three 
b aiis of w ooi. She seem ed su rp rise d  w hen X to id  her X h ad  
com e through D arhw ood. ‘B u t m y dear , d id n 't  they tell 
you  ab ou t the great w iched w oif th a t ro am s in  the 
w oods, eatin g  trav e lle rs? '

'Gno,' X s a id .  'X expect i t  h as gone. D id n 't  eat m e, d id  
i t ? ' X cam e bach through D arhw ood, a n d  fTopsy cam e 
boun din g up a g a in  determ in ed  to have a  good oid  rough 
a n d  tum bie. Well, w ith  a it  th a t w ath in g to do, X d id n 't  
feet tihe p tay in g , so X gave  her one of m y fan cy  ju do 
throw s a n d  she tooh the h in t. Sitty otd Ftopsy!

»4 irsday  12th fewetty
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We w ere h a lf-w a y  through, d igg in g  Uncle D usty out of the 
m id  w hen the trav ellin g  Leprechaun, Seam u s S o sm ad , 
ap p eared  in  the y a rd . 'Sure a n d  begorra!' he exc la im ed , 
looking a t  the ru in e d  m d l, the roo fless b arn , broken pig 
sty , the str ip p ed  earth  of the flow er bed, a n d  a t  m y poor 
fa m ily . Jo n ah 's  gnose s t i l l  red  fro m  th at gn asty  cold he 
caught atong w ith  h is f ish , d n o g g in 's  b ru ises oniy ju s t  
s ta r t in g  to fa d e , B u m p y 's  head  in  b an dages (som eth in g 
fe d  on h im  on the w ay  hom e fro m  the F a ir  -  he w a sn 't  
d ru n k  a fte r  a d ) ,  D im ple s t id  gn u rsin g  the b iack  eye th at 
the fo x  gave h im , a n d  of course, Uncle D u sty 's  legs 
stick in g  out fro m  the p ile  of rubble. There's been a  
h u rrican e! But 1  d id n 't  see the s ign s  of it  in  
fin om eb rid ge ,' s a id  TLx. S o sm ad .

'V iolet's gnot been there,' s a id  fath er. How ty p ic a l of 
h im  to th ink of m e in  the m id s t  of our troubles. X sm iled  
a t  h im  an d  s a id ,  IJou can  show m e on the m ap  la te r , 
f a th er .'

Sure a n d  i t  seem s to m e you could do w ith  getting 
yourselves som e good lu ck ,' s a id  Seam u s.

'£n o . What we gneed to do, is  to get r id  of our b ad  lu ck ,' 
an sw ered  m y fath er . Perhaps you can  help .'

45



fa th e r  led Seam u s S o sm all o ff  to the farm h o u se  a n d  le ft  
u s to carry  on d igg in g  ou t Uncle D usty . We a l l  w orked 
qu ite  h ard , a n d  h ad  cleared  dow n  to the head  a n d  
shoulders w hen i t  w as  tim e to stop for lunch. The 
leprechaun w a s  leav in g  a s  w e w en t in .

Sure a n d  d o n 't  w orry  you rse lf, f i r .  Bottom low , s ir ,  he 
s a id .  'Everyth ing w ill  w ork out ju s t  fin e . B ut rem em ber, 
yno peeking!' He stood  a s id e  to let m e p a s t  a n d  s a id ,
Goodbye, M istress In g r id , i t  w as  in terestin g  know ing 

y o u . '

A re n 't  you com ing back then, Mr So s m a l l ? ' T ask ed , but 
he ju s t  w av ed .

We f in ish e d  d igg in g  Uncle D usty out th is evening. »4part 
fro m  being rath er b ad -tem p ered  a n d  a  b it squ ash ed , he 
w as  perfectly  a l l  righ t. Do you know , h e'd  eaten  h alf the 
g r in d sto n e  w hile  he h ad  been stu ck  there!

f ir e d a y  13th few elly

T have been th in kin g about the problem s th at w e h ad  
w ith  the w in d m ill, a n d  T have h ad  a  b r illia n t  id e a . \  
ex p la in e d  i t  a l l  to m y fa m ily  w hen 1  cam e in  for m y 
m id -m o rn in g  break a n d  they w ere s itt in g  ro u n d  the table 
h av in g  b re ak fa st.
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'We are  going to b u itd  Uncle D usty a  w a term ill!' X 
an n ou nced , 'an d  before gou  teCC m e there's gno w ater, 
X've a lre ad y  thought of th a t. We'it d ig  a  c a n a l fro m  the 
Dribbte through to the bottom  corner of the g a r d  -  w e ll 
h ave the m ilt  pon d  there w ith  du cks o n . ..

’fu s t  a  m in u te ,' m g m other in terru p ted  m e. That'tt 
m ean  th a t the can a t goes through the fa rm h o u se .'

'A n d  across San d gb ottom  fie ld . Tty rab b its' hotes w itt be 
ftoodedl' protested  fiu m pg.

'I t 't t  ru in  the f ish in g  on the D ribbte,' com p la in ed  ]onafi.

'The togng boats w ill  get strag n d e d  in  the m itt pogn d ,' 
w heezed U ran d m a Gnutson.

The ftou r w ou ld  go att soggg in  a  w ater m itt ,' s a id  Uncte 
D ustg .

Stop!' shouted  m g fa th er . 'I 'v e  a lre ad y  a sk e d  Dodger 
a n d  Dodger the bu itders to com e a n d  rebu itd  the 
w in d m ill. B u t a n g w a g , a re n 't  gou  att fo rgettin g  th a t we 
h ave got our In g r id  a  present a s  a  re w ard  for att th a t she 
h as done for u s ? '
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Everybody re laxed  a n d  Cooked a t  m e a n d  sm iled . They 
are  a  lovely fa m ily , read y ! Father w en t to the cupboard  
a n d  cam e back w ith  a  g i jt-w ra p p e d  scrod  Jo r m e. 1 
w onder w here he got i t  fro m .

Can 1 open i t ? ' 1 w as  so excited .

'Gnot here!' s a id  m g fath er qu ick ly . This is  som eth ing 
sp ec iad y  Jo r you. Open i t  in  your room  la te r .'

L a te r .. .  U ed , so here 1 a m  a n d  here's the scrod . 1 w onder 
w h at i t  cou ld  be? A  treasu re  m ap ?  t ty  C ertificate  from  
the In s t itu te  of Gnome Econom ics w ith  id u m in a te d  
letterin g? A  health  a n d  w ealth  sp ed  Jro m  Seam u s 
S o sm a d ?  A n  early  B irth d ay  scrod? A  trick  scrod  Ju d  of 
itch ing pow der?

Oh w ed , only one w ay  to J in d  out. K n ow ing how m y 
Ja m ily  Jeel about m e, I 'm  su re  i t  w d l be a  w on d erfu l 
su rp rise !
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