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INTRODUCTION

WORDS & PICTURES i s  a s u i t e  o f  f i v e  program s u s in g  
f u l l - c o l o u r  g r a p h i c s ,  sound and a n im a t io n  t o  d e l i g h t f u l l y  
enhance  th e  l e a r n i n g  o f  3-7  y e a r  o ld  b e g in n in g  r e a d e r s  
and s lo w e r ,  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n .  I t  can be used by i n d i v i d u a l  
c h i l d r e n ,  or  w ith  sm a l l  g roups  a t  home or  a t  s c h o o l  w ith  
o n ly  th e  minimum o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .

WORDS & PICTURES c o n t a i n s  words used most f r e q u e n t l y  in  
th e  e a r l y  books o f  most r e a d in g  schemes. These  a r e  th e  
f i r s t  words ta u g h t  in  most R e c e p t io n  c l a s s e s  t o d a y ,  where  
th e  t r e n d  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  to w ard s  th e  i n d i v i d u a l i s e d  
t e a c h in g  o f  r e a d in g .  Most t e a c h e r s  now use a v a r i e t y  of  
r e a d in g  schemes r a t h e r  than t a k in g  a c h i l d  th ro u g h  a l l  
th e  books  o f  one p a r t i c u l a r  scheme. The program s have  
t h e r e f o r e  NOT been t a i l o r - m a d e  f o r  one p a r t i c u l a r  scheme, 
but a r e  c o m p a t ib le  w ith  them a l l .

One o f  t h e  many o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  program i s  th e  
use  o f  th e  p o p u la r  tu n e  ' F i v e  L i t t l e  S p e c k le d  F r o g s ' .  
P h r a s e s  from  t h e  tu n e  a re  used as  rew ards  d u r in g  
e x e r c i s e s .  At th e  end o f  each s u c c e s s f u l  e x e r c i s e  th e  
w hole  song i s  p la y e d  by th e  com puter  w ith  words on 
s c r e e n ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  a c o l o u r f u l  an im ated  sequence  o f  
f r o g s  d i v i n g  i n t o  a s t ream . C h i l d r e n  l o v e  i t ,  and even  
a d u l t s  f i n d  th e m s e lv e s  s in g in g  a lo n g .

The volume o f  a l l  computer n o i s e s  may be p r e - s e t  (not  
Spectrum  v e r s i o n ) , and th e  com puter  may be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  
s t o r e  a c h i l d  p e r fo rm a n ce  t a b l e .

B e f o r e  u s in g  t h e  program p a r e n t s  a r e  a d v is e d  f i r s t  t o  
read  th e  s e c t i o n  'M a in ly  f o r  P a r e n t s ' ,  w hich g i v e s  
g u id a n c e  on a s s e s s in g  a c h i l d ' s  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  r e a d in g .
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GETTING STARTED

A l l  o f  t h e  p rogram s c o n t a in e d  in  t h i s  package  have been  
f u l l y  t e s t e d  in  s c h o o l s .  The f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  a 
sam ple  o f  th o s e  w hich tea fchers  have fou nd  most u s e f u l  in
making s u r e  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  get  th e  most out  o f  t h i s
s o f t w a r e .  N a t u r a l l y  you w i l l  f i n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  
work b e s t  f o r  you . P le a s e  send your i d e a s  t o  us and we 
w i l l  be p le a s e d  t o  i n c l u d e  th e  b e s t  ones in  th e  n ext  
e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n .

1 D e s p i t e  th e  b e s t  o f  c r e a t i v e  e f f o r t s  some c h i l d r e n  may
n o t  e a s i l y  r e c o g n i s e  some of  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  Each
program  b e g in s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w ith  a d i s p l a y  o f  each
p i c t u r e  in  t h a t  p rogram , h e ld  on—s c re e n  f o r  a few  
s e co n d s .  T h i s  e n a b le s  t e a c h e r  or  p a re n t  t o  le a d  a 
g u e s s in g  g a m e . . .  "What i s  i t ?  What e l s e  c o u ld  i t  be?  
L e t ' s  c a l l  i t  a -  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  s h o u ld  be a c h i l d ' s  
f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  th e  program s.

2 D u r in g  a c h i l d ' s  f i r s t  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  program i t  i s
e s s e n t i a l  t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  t e x t  a t  t h e  bottom  
of  t h e  s c r e e n .  S h o u ld  t h i s  not  be r e c o g n i s e d ,  ask what 
sound b e g in s  t h e  word. Is  t h e r e  a p i c t u r e  t h a t  s t a r t s  
w ith  t h e  same sound? Sh ou ld  th e  wrong p i c t u r e  be 
c h o s e n ,  s a y ,  "No. Look a t  th e  p i c t u r e  you ch o s e .  What 
d id  we sa y  i t  i s ?  Now lo o k  a t  th e  word. Does t h a t  word 
s t A r t  w ith  -  ? Good. So t h a t  ca n n o t  be th e  c o r r e c t
p i c t u r e . "  Do t h i s  b e f o r e  th e  c h i l d  p r e s s e s  th e  key  
t h a t  s i g n i f i e s  h i s  / her  d e c i s i o n .  E a r l y  e x p e r ie n c e  
w ith  any com puter  s o f t w a r e  sh o u ld  be s u c c e s s f u l . Show 
what happens when YOU g e t  one wrong.

3 The p o p u la r  game 'I  SPY' may h e lp  th o s e  c h i l d r e n  who 
f i n d  i t  hard  t o  g e t  t o  g r i p s  w ith  th e  i n i t i a l  sound o f  
a word. S ay ,  "I can see  a p i c t u r e  b e g in n in g  w ith  -  ".  
S h o u ld  two p i c t u r e s  b e g in  w ith  th e  same sound, move on 
t o  t h e  seco nd  sound.

4 The song ' F i v e  L i t t l e  S p e ck le d  F r o g s '  i s  an i d e a l  
v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  numbers t o  f i v e .  W h i le  
some c h i l d r e n  a r e  s i n g i n g ,  o t h e r s  c o u ld  be jum ping o f f  
im a g in a r y  l o g s  a t  t h e  same t im e  as t h e  ones on s c re e n .  
S in c e  t h e  words o f  t h e  song appear on th e  s c re e n  t o o ,  
many c h i l d r e n  w i l l  q u i c k l y  l e a r n  t o  rea d  th e s e .

5 You may have a c c e s s  t o  a ' s e n t e n c e  maker' from a 
p o p u la r  r e a d in g  scheme. C h i l d r e n  e n jo y  c o p y in g  
s e n t e n c e s  from  t h e  s c re e n  o n to  t h e i r  s ta n d  ( u s e fu l  f o r  
s lo w  le a r n e r s )  o r  making s e n te n c e s  from  t h e i r  word 
bank. These  a r e  then  c o p ie d  i n t o  t h e i r  book. ( You may 
have t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  th e  way t h e  computer w r i t e s  
c e r t a i n  l e t t e r s  i s  n o t  th e  way you l i k e .  C h i l d r e n  seem 
t o  a c c e p t  q u i t e  h a p p i l y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some t h i n g s  
t h a t  p e o p le  can do b e t t e r  than  com p u te rs !  )
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MAINLY FOR PARENTS

Be-fore u s in g  t h e  p rogra m s check  w i th  t h e  s im p le  t e s t  
below  w hether your c h i l d  i s  a c t u a l l y  r e a d y  f o r  th e  fo rm a l  
t e a c h in g  o f  r e a d in g .

I f  you can answer YES t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  
then  y o u r  c h i l d  p r o b a b ly  i s  r e a d y .

I f  most answ ers a r e  NO th en  you r  c h i l d  n eeds  h e lp  to w a rd s  
r e a d in g  r e a d i n e s s .

1 Can th e  c h i l d  see  and h ear  p r o p e r l y  ?
2 Is  th e  c h i l d  f r e e  from  a s e r i o u s  speech  d e f e c t  ?
3 Is  th e  c h i l d ' s  g e n e ra l  h e a l t h  s a t i s f a c t o r y  ?
4 Does th e  c h i l d  l i s t e n  w ith  i n t e r e s t  t o  a s t o r y  ?
5 Can t h e  c h i l d  r e - t e l 1 a s t o r y  f a i r l y  w e l l  ?
6 Does you r  c h i l d  u n d e r s t a n d ,  and c a r r y - o u t ,  s im p le  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  ?
7 Does th e  c h i l d  c o - o p e r a t e  w ith  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  ?
8 Does you r  c h i l d  r e c o g n i s e  common c o l o u r s ,  s h a p e s ,  

and a n im a ls  ?
9 Can th e  c h i l d  match p i c t u r e - s h a p e s  ?

10 Can you r  c h i l d  draw r e c o g n i s a b l e  p i c t u r e s  < l i k e  
d a d d y ,  h o u s e . . . )

11 Does th e  c h i l d  know what a word i s  ?
12 Does t h e  c h i l d  show s i g n s  o f  w a n t in g  t o  re a d  ?

R ead in g  a lo u d  r e g u l a r l y  and c o n v e r s in g  
p a t i e n t l y  w i l l  e n c o u ra g e  good speech  and 
v o c a b u la r y  w hich a r e  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  r e a d in g  
p r o g r e s s .  I f  yo u r  c h i l d  i s  a l r e a d y  a t  s c h o o l  
you s h o u ld  c o n s u l t  h i s  o r  he r  t e a c h e r .  I f  
yo u r  c h i l d  has n o t  y e t  s t a r t e d  s c h o o l  you  
would be w ise  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
ap p ro ach  t o  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  r e a d in g .

REMEMBER t h a t  t a c k l i n g  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  a r e a  i n  t h e  wrong 
way may hamper a c h i l d ' s  l e a r n i n g  f o r  l i f e .
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METHODS OF TEACHING READING

The w ords used in  th e  program s a re  t h o s e  
b a s i s  o f  r e a d in g  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  a t  th e  same 
good s e l e c t i o n  f o r  i n i t i a l  l e t t e r  so un ds ,  
t h e  w ords can be ta u g h t  p a r t l y  and 
p h o n e t i  c a l  1y .

w hich form  t h e  
t im e  b e in g  a 
Indeed many o f  

/ o r  w h o l ly

However, i t  i s  now g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p te d  t h a t  p h o n ic s  ( the  
t e a c h in g  o f  th e  soun ds  o f  l e t t e r s  and l e t t e r  s t r i n g s )  
s h o u ld  o n ly  be in t r o d u c e d  when c h i l d r e n  have a f a i r l y  
good ' s i g h t '  v o c a b u la r y .  C h i l d r e n  have  t h i s  when t h e y  
r e c o g n i s e  th e  e a r l y  words by j u s t  l o o k i n g  and s a y i n g ,  
and n o t  s o u n d in g  them o u t .

The E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e  i s  f u l l  o f  s t r a n g e  sound  
c o m b in a t io n s  -  hence  th e  m ajor d i s a d v a n ta g e  o f  t e a c h in g  
p u r e l y  u s in g  a p h o n ic  a p p ro a c h .  T ry  t e a c h in g  t h e  word 
'o n e '  p h o n e t i c a l  1yf P h o n ic s  s h o u ld  be t a u g h t  
i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  u s in g  a c t i v i t i e s  such as  th o s e  o u t l i n e d  in  
t h e  GETTING STARTED s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  b o o k l e t .

The p h o n ic  a p p ro ach  i s  t h e r e f o r e  o n ly  one o f  t h e  s k i l l s  
w ith  w hich c h i l d r e n  can be e qu ipped  f o r  th e  a t t a c k  on new 
w ords. O t h e r s  ares

1 Use o f  p i c t o r i a l  c l u e s .  C h i l d r e n  who a r e  e n j o y in g  
r e a d in g  a new book o f t e n  r e f e r  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e .
They may th en  make a gu ess  based on th e  p i c t u r e  
arid t e x t  t o g e t h e r .

2 The d i s c o v e r y  o f  s m a l l e r  words in  l a r g e r  o n e s , f o r  
exam ple  ' sand = s + a n d ' .

3 R e c o g n is in g  th e  word from  i t ' s  shape  or  p a t t e r n
and l e n g t h .  Words such as e le p h a n t  and a e r o p la n e
a r e  o f t e n  le a r n e d  in  t h i s  way.

4 Word p r e d i c t i o n .  A c h i l d  w ith  a f a i r  v o c a b u la r y
can o f t e n  p r e d i c t  a word such a s  ' a r e '  in  a
s im p le  s e n te n c e  l i k e  'The  c h i l d r e n  a r e  g o in g  t o  
s c h o o l . '

5 Word a s s o c i a t i o n .  A l l  o f  t h e  words used in  th e s e  
progra m s a r e  t h o s e  used n a t u r a l l y  by most 
c h i l d r e n  in  e v e ry d a y  c o n v e r s a t i o n . A c h i l d  who 
knows what a word means i s  more l i k e l y  t o  be a b le  
t o  rea d  i t .

6 C o n te x t u a l  c l u e s .  An u n f a m i l i a r  word may be
'g u e s s e d '  from  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  each o f  th e  words  
around  i t .  I f  th e  c h i l d  knows 'I  l i k e '  and ' t h e  
t r a i n '  in  th e  s e n te n c e  'I  l i k e  t o  go on th e  
t r a i n ' ,  he may be a b l e  t o  g uess  one or  a l l  o f  th e  
words in  betw een.

Most c h i l d r e n  p r o b a b ly  use  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  a l l  t h e s e
s k i l l s  -  and more -  in  an a t t a c k  on a new word.
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HERE IS A L IS T  OF ALL THE WORDS USED IN THESE PROGRAMS. 
The words a r e  l i s t e d  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y .

a ,  an ,  and , a p p le ,  a round

bag, b ed ,  b l a c k ,  b l u e ,  b o a t ,  b o o k ,  b o x ,  
boy ,  b r i c k s

ca n ,  c a r ,  c a s t l e ,  c a t ,  c h a i r ,  c l o s e d ,  c o t ,  c o v e r

daddy , dog , d o o r ,  down, duck

e le p h a n t

f a t ,  f e n c e ,  f i n g e r s ,  f i r ,  f i s h ,  f i v e ,  f o u r  

g a rd e n ,  g l a s s e s ,  go

h a n d le ,  h a s ,  h a t ,  h e l p ,  h e r e ,  h o r s e ,  ho use  

i n , i s

key

l e g s ,  l i k e ,  l i v e ,  l o v e  

made, me, mummy, my 

nose  

o f  , on

p a r k ,  p i c t u r e ,  p i n k ,  pon d , p o s t ,  postman  

r a b b i t ,  r e d ,  r o o f

san d ,  s c h o o l ,  s e a ,  s e e ,  s h i p ,  s h o p ,  s i t t i n g ,  s k y ,  
s q u a re ,  s t a r ,  swing

t e d d y ,  t h e ,  t h e r e ,  t h e s e ,  t h i s ,  t h r e e ,  t h r o u g h ,  t o o ,  t o y ,  
t r a i n ,  t r e e ,  two

van

w a te r ,  we, w h i t e ,  window, w ith  

y e l l o w ,  y e s ,  you

Sh ou ld  you d e c id e  t o  t e a c h  c h i l d r e n  t o  b rea k  down w ords ,  
p le a s e  be aware o f  t h e  dan ger  o f  m is - p ro n o u n c in g  t h e  
p a r t s  o f  even s im p le  w ords . In t h e  word ' s h i p ' ,  f o r  
exam ple , th e  ' s h '  sound s h o u ld  be p ro n o u n ced  a s  a s h o r t ,  
sh a rp  ' s h '  as  in  'be  q u i e t ' .  The t e m p t a t io n  i s  t o  
pron o u n ce  i t  as  ' s h u h '  o r  ' s h e r ' ,  making t h e  word ' s h i p '  
become ' s h u h - i p '  o r  ' s h e r - i p ' ,  and t h e  c h i l d  becomes v e r y  

' c u h - o - n u h - f u h - e e o o - z u h - d u h ' !
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The - fo l lo w in g  p u b l i c a t i o n s  from WARD LOCK EDUCATIONAL 
LTD, a r e  s t r o n g l y  recommended t o  b oth  t e a c h e r s  and 
p a r e n t s :

' L i s t e n i n g  t o  C h i l d r e n  T a l k i n g '  
by Joan Tough
P r a c t i c a l  a d v i c e  on t h e  a p p r a i s a l  and 
f o s t e r i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n s '  s k i l l  in  u s in g  
1anguage.
ISBN 0 7062 3506 1

'The T e a ch in g  o f  R e a d in g '  
by D ona ld  M oy le
The f o u r t h  e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  book has been 
updated  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  B u l lo c k  
r e p o r t .
ISBN 0 7062 3119 8

Sound Sc S e n te n c e  B o oks '  
by T e r r y  H a l l
L i k e a b l e  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  used t o  em phas ise  
th e  sh apes  and sounds o f  i n i t i a l  
c o n s o n a n ts .
ISBN 07062 0981 7

P r e - R e a d in g  W orkshop'  
by C h r i s t o p h e r  W alker
P o s t e r s ,  m atch in g  games, l e t t e r  c a r d s ,  
so u n d in g  c a r d s ,  e t c .
S ta g e  1 ISBN 0 7062 3428 6 
S ta g e  2 ISBN 0 7062 3717 x

S te p s  t o  R e a d in g '  
by Derek Lu cy  T h a c k ra y
C a r e f u l l y  g rad ed  e x e r c i s e s  and b r i g h t  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  d e v e lo p  v i s u a l  and a u d i t o r y  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and widen v o c a b u la r y .
ISBN 0 7062 4374 9

B o o k le t  COPYRIGHT <C> M a d e le in e  F .  K e r s la k e  1984

S o f tw a re  COPYRIGHT <C> B r ia n  & M a r ia n  C l a r k  1984

P a c k a g in g ,  b o o k l e t ,  and s o f t w a r e  PUBLISHED  
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